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Galsworthy's classic The Dark Flower is a study of love. Spring is the 
beginning, when all is new and full of hope. However, the woman Lennan has
fallen for is out of reach, a forbidden love. Can he overcome the challenges? 
As he matures, he discovers two different loves: the first is platonic, 
comfortable and one that can last a lifetime.The other is crazy, passionate 
and dangerous. As he matures, he settles into a somewhat boring and  safe 
marriage, but then excitement and danger re-emerge in the form of a young 
mistress. The denouement comes as he makes the choice between the tried
and tested and the novel and exciting but forbidden. As he reaches his 
decision, he watches the delicate carnation disintegrate in the fire.
 - Summary by Lynne Thompson
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